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out delightedly to sleep soundly in a good French bed. Long
live France for her good heds and her delicious wine!
I got to Aix, in Provence, in time for the Carnival. I
took lodgings at the Three Dolphins. The town was full of
people, balls, suppers, and pretty Provengal women helped
me to spend the time agreeably until mid-Lent, when, com-
ing back one evening from dining in the country, I caught
a violent cold. I went to bed, suffering from a sharp pain
in my side, and awoke to find myself seriously ill with
pleurisy. An old doctor whom the landlord summoned
refused to bleed me; I began to cough, and in two days
to spit blood; in a week I was in so desperate a state that a
priest was sent for, who heard my confession and adminis-
tered the Sacraments. But on the tenth day, after sixty hours'
unconsciousness, the doctor declared there was hope for
me, and then began a long convalescence, which to me was
more tiresome than my illness had been. During all this
time I had been jiursed night and day by an unknown
woman. Her solicitude and care never flagged; she slept in
my room, and waited on me with the greatest attention;
though she was not old, she did not inspire me with any
tender feelings. When I was well enough to go out, I
recompensed her as well as I could, and thanked her grate-
fully for all she had done for me. When I asked her whc
had sent her to me, she said, the doctor; but when some,
days later I told him what a good nurse he had provided
me with, he looked much astonished, and assured me he had
never seen her before. The landlord and landlady told the
same tale—in fact no one knew anything about this woman,
who she was, or where she came from. She disappeared as
mysteriously as she came.
While I was at Aix, I thought incessantly of my dear
Henriette. I knew her real name, and she had sent me a
message through Marcolina to look for her at Aix. I
thought I should come across her at some assembly or
gathering. I often heard her name mentioned, but never
asked questions about her, as I wanted no one to guess that

